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territories cause themselves to be carried to Benares a
soon as they are attacked by an illness which they feel wil
prove fatal. Benares is unquestionably the best starting
point for a journey to the other world. If the deceasec
has only to reproach himself with venial faults, his soul ii
wafted on the smoke of the Manmenka straight to the
regions of eternal bliss. If, on the contrary, he has been
a great sinner, his soul must go and inhabit the body of s
Brahmin yet to be born, for the purpose of being
regenerated. It is to be hoped that his second life will be
exemplary, or he will be exposed to a third trial before
he is finally admitted to share the delights of Brahma's
heaven.
The rest of the day we devoted to exploring the town, its
principal monuments, and its bazaars, lined with dark shops
after the Arab fashion, Here they sold principally fine
muslin of beautiful texture, and "kinkob," a rich silk
material, brocaded with gold, which is one of the principal
products of the Benares industry. The streets were clean,
but so narrow as almost to prevent the sun's rays from
penetrating to the pavement. But although it was shady,
the heat was stifling. I pitied the bearers of our palanquin,
who yet seemed to make no complaint themselves.
However, it being an opportunity for the poor wretches
to earn a few rupees was sufficient to give them strength
and spirit But a certain Hindoo, or rather Bengalee, with